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Migration flows of the Charleston region

The lure of the Lowcountry draws thousands of new residents to the Charleston
region each year. We analyzed the 2016-2020 Metro Area-to-Metro Area Migration
Flows Survey, recently released by the U.S. Census, to see which metro areas our
new neighbors are moving from and where people move when they leave. The
survey calculates an annual average based on data over a five-year time period.
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Top 10 metro areas people move to

Charleston from, by net migration*

Four of the ten largest metro areas in the U.S. are among the top
ten places people move to Charleston from. This is likely due to

the lower cost of living, expanding job opportunities, the ability

to work remotely and favorable climate found in the region.

1. New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-N-PA [N 1,923 :

2. Hilton Head Island-Bluffton, SC | 1,576

3, Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV [N 878
4.EtPaso, TX [ 644
5. Rochester, NY [Jlll 562
6. Roanoke, VA [l 540
7. Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX [Jill 403
8. San Diego-Chula Vista-Carlsbad, CA [l 309
9. Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-wI [l 303
10. Pittsburgh, PA [l 271

Top 10 metro areas people move from
Charleston to, by net migration*

The Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News metro area is
consistently the top place Charlestonians move to. This is driven
by military relocations to that region. Among their many military
installations is Naval Station Norfolk, the world’s largest navy base.

-1,235 _ 1. Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC
-932 I 2. Columbia, SC
-797 I 3. Bremerton-Silverdale-Port Orchard, WA
731 I 4. Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY
-447 B 5. Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL
-435 B 6. Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Alpharetta, GA
-377 [ 7. Savannah, GA
228l 8. Knoxville, TN
-223[l 9. Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC
-216[l] 10. Florence, SC

*Net migration is the number of people moving to Charleston from a metro area, minus the number of people moving from Charleston to the same metro area.

Notable changes from 2015 in net migration
We compared the most recent data to the 2011-2015 Metro Area-to-Metro Area Migration Flows data and found some interesting changes.

Not everyone moves

here from Ohio...anymore

The high number of people who move here from Ohio

has been a running joke of the region. It appears that

once noticeable trend has begun to slow. In 2015, Ohio

represented three of the top 30 metro areas for net

migration to Charleston. The highest being Cincinnati, which

ranked fourth. In 2020, only Dayton cracked the top 30 coming in at 16"
Maybe, its time we give our Buckeye neighbors a break.

. Reversing the brain drain
Charleston is often compared to and

- economically competes with the Raleigh, Moving away from CHS
: NCand Austin, TX metro areas. In ;
2015, Charleston lost a combined 600

- residents in net migration to Raleigh and
Austin. In 2020, Charleston gained 203
resident’s in net migration from Austin

: and only lost two people to Raleigh.

Net migration with Charleston

[ -Rateigh,NC [ - Austin, TX

Moving to CHS

2015

2020

From Silicon Valley to Silicon Harbor

In 2015, the estimated net migration from Charleston to the San Francisco metro area was 261. By 2020, that trend
had reversed with an estimated net migration of 75 people moving to Charleston from the San Francisco metro
area. This shift is likely due to a strengthening tech sector and lower cost of living in the Charleston region.
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