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Charleston County Stormwater Program History 

• 1903 Drainage and Sanitation Committee 
• Water Pollution Control Act passed 1947 
• Revised 1972 to form Clean Water Act 
• Local Ordinance approved August 2007 
• Design Manual approved October 2007 

• Amended May 2017 (Implemented Oct. 2018) 

• Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP)  
• Developed in 2008 
• Updated January 2012 
• Updated May 2016 
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Charleston County Stormwater Program History 

• NPDES Phase II MS4 Permit 
• Effective November 11, 2007 
• New MS4 Permit Issued 2014 
• New Permit Expected 2019 

• 6 Minimum Measures 
1. Public Education/Outreach 
2. Public Involvement/Participation 
3. Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination 
4. Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control 
5. Post-Construction Stormwater Management 
6. Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping 
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1. Public Education/Outreach 
2. Public Involvement/Participation 
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3. llicit Discharge Detection & 
Elimination (IDDE) Program 

• Find and eliminate illicit discharges  
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4. Construction Management Program 
• Plan Review/Permitting 
• Site Inspections 
• Enforcement 
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5. Post Construction Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) 
• Long Term Maintenance Plans 
• Inspections & Enforcement 
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6. County Facility Good Housekeeping 
• Facility Audits 
• Maintenance Plans and Activities in SWMP 
• Staff Training on Water Quality  
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Intergovernmental Agreements (IGA) 

   The County has    
   formed IGAs with: 

• Folly Beach  
• Isle of Palms 
• James Island 
• Lincolnville  
• Sullivan’s Island  
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Stormwater MS4 Permit Types 

• Clearing and Grubbing Application – Clearing and grubbing permits are not applicable to sites on which 
future development is planned.  See Section 2.3.2 for full requirements. 

• Single Family Residential (SFR)/Townhome /Modular Home Application – The SFR application will be 
for most single family residential structures.  For Townhomes, an individual SFR application will need to be 
completed for each TMS number. See Section 2.3.3 for full requirements. 

• Utility and Linear Application – The utility and linear application is for linear projects such as road, utility, 
or sidewalk installation. See Section 2.3.4 for full requirements. 

• Small Commercial Application – The small commercial application will be required for small commercial 
projects that disturb less than one half (1/2) acre of land. See Section 2.3.5 for full requirements. 

• Type I Application – The Type I application is for development or redevelopment projects that disturb one 
half (1/2) acre or more but less than one (1) acre of land AND are NOT within (1/2) mile of a Coastal 
Receiving Water.  See Section 2.3.6 for full requirements. 

• Type II Application – The Type II application is for development and redevelopment projects that disturb 
greater than one half (1/2) acre but less than one acre AND is located within (1/2) mile of a Coastal 
Receiving Water OR one (1) acre or more but less than five (5) acres. See Section 2.3.7 for full 
requirements. 

• Type III Applications – The Type III application is for all development and redevelopment projects that 
disturb five (5) acres or more of land. See Section 2.3.8 for full requirements. 
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2017 LiDAR – Charleston County (James Island) 
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2017 LiDAR – Charleston County (James Island) 
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Drainage Projects on James Island 

• James Island Drainage Basin Delineation  
• Signal Point (360+ acres) 
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Questions / Discussion… 

Chris Wannamaker, P.E. 
Stormwater Program Manager 
Charleston County 
CWannamaker@charlestoncounty.org 
843-202-7639 
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